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Nova Peris’s Speech

I would like to achknowledge the traditional owners the Ngunnawal on whose land we stand today.

I would also like to make welcome my elders who are present here today.

I have the honorable role of being the Treaty Ambassador.

As a treaty ambassador I have travelled throughout Australia and conducted many treaty awareness workshops – (what we did) We trained 300 people to be master trainers. Creating awareness and educating about issues on treaty concept.

The general response has been quite positive amongst our people – however many had concerns as to whether a treaty would take away what we already have.

The answer to that was we will only give up sovereignty in a treaty if that is what has been agreed to.

As our people believe we have never ever given up our sovereignty AND OUR ORIGINAL SOVEREIGNTY REMAINS

I remember one old man saying “will treaty protect our inherent rights”?
Will my grandchildren have what I have today?

Old people today feel that what they have fought for in past years will be lost.

A TREATY is not, just about acknowledgement as the first peoples – the Mabo decision already achieved this historic bench mark – it only took the white man 204 years too actually say “yeah there were some fellas here – somebody was livin here!”
(Nana Peris) TERRA NULLIS. – Asked me what I was doing when I told her -  (treaty) she was proud of what I was doing! She’s not silly or uneducated, but close your eyes and imagine you are being torn away from your mother, at the age of 4 all because of the colour of your skin, and because somebody thinks you are better off being in a homestead and told never to speak to anyone white person – or anyone unless they are of your own kind etc…

Depression for years – she is still frightened to speak to white people – you can’t tell me that the removal of children only affected 10% of Aboriginal people as Mr Howard might assure us. Its affected all of us.

She could not believe still to this day that nothing was done – nor could she believe that Eddie Mabo, fought for so long for a matter – that a simple trip to Kakadu National Park, only to enter into a cave and sit and witness cave paintings that date back 30,000 years would tell you, Yes there is a first nations people. The Aboriginal peoples – my people – the oldest collective race in the world. Not something that we Aboriginal people should be proud of but everyone who lives in this great country.

My nana’s response to Australia being the only country in the Commonwealth where there is a first nations people and a treaty has never been signed or the fact that it took 204 years to acknowledge that this land was not vacant.  “This is stupid – they are liars – how can this still be happening”?

Its true how can it still be happening?

I guess this is what makes me more passionate, that when I look into the old peoples eyes and see the sadness – of how much it would mean to them to have ongoing rights – to protect the land, the sea and our culture…

Yes it is the oldest collective race in the world, but also the fastest dying race…

I think Paul Keating did say it correctly when he said:

A treaty is an act of Recognition;

It was us who took away the children from their mothers;

It was us who dispossessed you from your land;

And it needs to be recognised, that we did take disposession of traditional lands, and smashed traditional ways;

All because of our ignorance and our prejudice;

We practiced discrimination.

It has been said in the past and people have made promises – but those promises as made in the sand – there one minute and gone the next – many of our people feel that the time is now right.

The sulwich analysis 7th October 2001, showed 74% of Australians between the age of 18 – 25 and 59% of the age group 29 – 39 supported a treaty. This substantial support, coupled with the current appalling situation concerning the lack of recognition and protection for indigenous rights, may mean that the time is right to look at the treaty concept.

People say to me it must be a proud feeling, to be the first Aboriginal to win Olympic gold – I feel that it is rather insignificant to Albert Namitjira’s feat of being the first Aboriginal to receive citizenship rights – I can’t imagine what it must have be like in his days – just to think that only 35 years ago my mother wasn’t even regarded as an equal citizen.

Yes it is embarassing – we don’t have the perfect history that some might like to think – we can’t change the past – but the recognition of all injustices – including genocide – is the only way this country can move forward, its about acknowledgment in the constitution, for future protection so my daughter and her grandchildren can respect and protect the land and sea that her ancestors walked for thousands of years.

· And a treaty will embrace these-

Thank you
